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essential reading for those who don’t want to miss the best of What’s On in Lympstone 
 

 
THE RETURN OF THE RUSSIANS 
Visas granted for English tour 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the most thrilling events ever promoted by Lympstone Entertainments was the performance 
by the singers from St Petersburg in 2016. We are excited to tell you that, at short notice, we have 
been offered another concert by some of the same singers and news has just reached us that, after a 
worrying delay, Visas have been granted to the four singers of the Nikolsky Ensemble who hail 

from the banks of the celebrated Volga River. This group has been 
formed by Boris Totokin, who conducted the earlier Hermitage 
Ensemble, and features the tenor and star soloist Sergey Grankvist 
(pictured) who astonished us last time with his amazing voice. Once 
again they will be performing a programme of Russian Orthodox 
sacred music, and well-loved Russian folk songs. The composers of 
the sacred music include Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky and 
Rachmaninov, and the songs in the second half feature such 
favourites as Moscow Nights, Song of the Volga Boatmen, Those 
Evening Bells and Kalinka. 
 
 

The Nikolsky Ensemble has already undertaken tours of Estonia and Norway, and now is coming to 
England at a time of sensitive relationships between our two countries. Their concert will take place 
on Thursday, 26th April at 7.30pm in the wonderful acoustic of Lympstone Church. 
 

Tickets £12 (£10 if you have bought a ticket for the Budapest Café Orchestra) 
from boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net  



THE BUDAPEST CAFÉ ORCHESTRA 

 

Sunday, 29th April 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
 
Very few tickets remain, so if you want to see this hugely entertaining 
group of musicians, email boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net without delay! 

______________________________ 
 
 
City of Light Theatre presents  

OUT OF THE ASHES 
Based on the book by Michael Morpurgo 
 
Sunday 13th May at 4.00pm in the Village Hall 
 

 
 
Michael Morpurgo, one of our greatest children’s writers, founded Farms for City Children with his 
wife Clare, at Nethercott Farm near Iddesleigh in North Devon. His international hit War Horse, a 
book, a play and a film by Stephen Spielberg, tells of a First World War horse from Iddesleigh. Out 
of the Ashes dramatizes his story of the Foot and Mouth outbreak of the last decade as seen through 
the eyes of a Devon schoolgirl. On New Year's Day Becky Morley begins to write her diary. By 
March, her world has changed for ever. Becky’s diary comes alive on stage using heartfelt 
storytelling, family bonds and beautiful staging. 
  
‘Charming and inventive, the piece uses simple staging and storytelling to shed light on a 
monumental crisis in recent history.’ 
 

 Tickets £9 adults, £5 under 16s and £25 families as usual from 
boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net 

_____________________________ 
 
THE DANTE QUARTET WILL SOON BE BACK! 
 

in Lympstone Parish Church on the afternoon of Sunday, 24th June  
 
Last June the Dante Quartet, in six concerts playing all of Beethoven’s string quartets, thrilled the 
audiences who packed our church, and drew music lovers from far and wide. Their profound and 
exciting performances of some of the finest music ever written were greeted with universal acclaim 
The Dantes are returning this summer for just one concert when their programme will include string 
quartets by Beethoven, Tchaikovsky and Shostakovich. 

 
Prices and other details will follow in the next edition of DRUMBEAT 

___________________________ 
 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR SOUGHT  
 
Harland Walshaw is directing a production of OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR! with the Lympstone 
Players later this year.  Lympstone Entertainments is underwriting the professional fees of a musical 
director. If anybody knows a musician who might like to take on this role please let Harland know 
on 01395 263 928 or email harlandwalshaw@aol.co.uk 


