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essential reading for those who don’t want to miss the best of What’s On in Lympstone 
 

 

THE EAGERLY AWAITED RETURN OF 

THE DANTE QUARTET  
 

At 4pm on Sunday, 24th June in Lympstone Parish Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Dante is one of those rare quartets where you can sense the 
personalities of the individual players as much as appreciate the 

common bond that ties their interpretations together'   

These words by a Telegraph critic serve to remind us that the Quartet’s members, as well as 
performing regularly together, have far wider musical lives:  Krysia Osostowicz, for example, after 
studies at the Yehudi Menuhin School and Cambridge University, has given concerto and recital 
performances across Europe and made many award-winning recordings. She is also principal 
violinist of Endymion Ensemble and teaches at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 

Oscar Perks performs regularly as a soloist and chamber musician on both violin and viola and 
pursues an interest in composing and arranging. His string quartet The Twin Towers (2001) won the 
BBC Guardian Young Composer Competition. He teaches at the Yehudi Menuhin School where he 
also studied, as well as at Cambridge University and at the Royal College of Music.  

Yuko Inoue, winner of the 17th Budapest International Viola Competition, has performed 
worldwide with orchestras and as a soloist and chamber musician. She performs and records 
frequently with Britain's most eminent chamber ensembles and guest-leads at BBC Philharmonic, 
London Philharmonia, English Chamber Orchestra and London Sinfonietta. Yuko teaches at the 
Royal Academy of Music and plays on a viola by J B Vuillaume, kindly loaned by Mr John 
Sanderson.  



Richard Jenkinson, joined the Dante Quartet in 2012, having been principal cellist with the Irish 
Chamber Orchestra and more recently the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. Chamber 
music has always been an integral part of his life and he is a founding member of both the Frith 
Piano Quartet and InnovaBon Chamber Ensemble, which he founded in 2000 and with whom he 
has made several recordings. Richard also gives frequent duo recitals with pianist Benjamin Frith.  

2017 was, for the Dante Quartet, the year of Beethoven, playing all his string 
quartets here and at a number of other venues, invariably to great acclaim.  

This year, though, it’s Shostakovich who takes centre stage. We look forward to their playing of his 
early post-WWII quartet, with its strong Jewish references, whose first performance was long 
delayed because of the turmoil, both in Shostakovich's life and in international politics, in the 
months leading to Quartet's composition. 

Alongside that, we shall hear Tchaikovsky's String Quartet No. 1 in D major, the first of his three 
completed string quartets to be published during his lifetime. The beautiful melancholic second 
movement, which has become famous in its own right, was based on a folk song the composer 
heard at his sister's house, whistled by a house painter. When the quartet was performed at a tribute 
concert for Leo Tolstoy, the author was said to have been deeply affected by this movement: 
“…Tolstoy, sitting next to me and listening to the Andante of my First Quartet, burst into tears". 

And so to Beethoven: his opus 135 has, as Robert Simpson put it, “the lithe light touch of infinite 
wisdom and clarity, smaller than the others in scope and dimensions, it is nevertheless something 
only the vastly experienced Beethoven could have written."  
Matthew Taylor, in his 2017 programme notes, says that the first movement combines wit and an 
amiable temperament, the music freely flowing from one idea to the other. The Scherzo that follows  
abounds in dislocated rhythms, ferocious accents and gruff humour. 
The Lento is a gravely beautiful set of variations, where all the instruments are in their lowest 
register. The closing bars are amongst the most haunting in all Beethoven.  
Though the opening mysterious 'questioning' music returns with frightening intensity in the centre 
of the final movement, the prevailing mood here is ‘jocular and amiable.’ It is comforting to think 
that Beethoven's last quartet has a finale which is dominated by music so big-hearted and full of 
cheer.  

Tickets for the Dante concert cost £15 each and can be bought by emailing 
boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net or by phoning 01395 272243  

or from Demelza at 2 Brookfield Cottages, Lympstone EX8 5ES 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GORONWY ENTERTAINS 
 

Sunday 1st July on Lympstone slipway (or, if wet, in the Village Hall) 
 
Versatile entertainer Goronwy Thom’s performances amaze and amuse audiences of all ages. 
Improvisation, circus skills and an infectious energy make each of them an unmissable, unique 
experience. Now, all villagers are warmly invited to his open air show as guests of Lympstone 
Entertainments, as a thank you for the support given to our many events. Be sure to be there to 
enjoy the party with music, lots of laughs - and expect the unexpected! 



Goronwy has toured the world bringing his unique style to countless audiences including 
performing at The National Theatre, taking his cabaret troupe to the Edinburgh Festival, and Just 
For Laughs in Montreal. He is regularly seen entertaining passengers on ocean liners, including 
Cunard Lines. He has performed street theatre shows in most countries across Europe and recently 
in Beirut! He comes to us directly from a West End run and from Sunday night at the London 
Palladium. After wowing the crowds in Lympstone he will fly off to South Africa to star in the 
biggest comedy festival in Africa.  
 

Look forward to seeing you from 2.15 to 4pm on 1st July - and remember, it’s free!! 

________________________________ 
 

SHIPWRECKS AND PICNICS 

Saturday 14th July  

The Open Air Theatre presentations by 
Lympstone Entertainments have become popular 
annual events. Two years ago, Cygnet Theatre 
charmed their audience with a production of Pierre 
Marivaux’s 18th century comedy, Triumph of 
Love. On Saturday, 14th July (Bastille Day!) the 
student actors return to Robin and Judith Telfer’s 
garden with Isle of Slaves, a classic role-reversal 
comedy by the same witty French dramatist. 
 

Four people, the sole survivors of a shipwreck, 
crawl out of the sea. Two of them are masters, and 
two are servants - and all four are about to 
discover what life feels like when the boot is on 
the other foot. Marivaux’s mixture of laughter, 
emotion and theatrical game-playing makes him 
one of the most surprising and modern of all 

classic playwrights. Neil Bartlett’s adaptation of this brilliant one-act comedy had its premiere at 
The Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith in 2002. Cygnet’s production is touring East Devon, with its last 
night at Lympstone. 
 

The costume drama is played against a background of trees and bushes, as a glade in Ellenthorpe 
Garden stands in for a Greek island. The entrance to this natural open air theatre is from Underhill 
(next to the village car park) and the audience is invited to bring picnics and chairs to this wonderful 
setting from 5pm. The play begins at 6pm. 
 
Tickets £10, Family £30, U18s/NUS £5 will be available, as usual, from Demelza on 01395 
272243 or via boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net. 

________________________________ 
 

 
Privacy Policy 

In line with GDPR requirements we invite you to read our updated Privacy Policy on our 
website at lympstone-entertainments.net by clicking on the menu link  

at the top of the website page. If you wish to unsubscribe to Drumbeat at any time please 
emailcontact@lympstone-entertainments.net  

 


