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Next weekend City of Light Theatre  
present their family show 
 

OUT OF THE ASHES 
based on the book by Michael Morpurgo 
 
Sunday 13th May at 4.00pm in the Village Hall 
 

Michael Morpurgo, one of our greatest children’s writers, founded Farms for City Children with his 
wife Clare, at Nethercott Farm near Iddesleigh in North Devon. His international hit War Horse, a 
book, a play and a film by Stephen Spielberg, tells of a First World War horse from Iddesleigh. Out 
of the Ashes dramatizes his story of the Foot and Mouth outbreak of the last decade as seen through 
the eyes of a Devon schoolgirl. On New Year's Day Becky Morley begins to write her diary. By 
March, her world has changed for ever.  
City of Light Theatre make theatre in the South West, for the South West, about the South West, 
thus Becky’s diary comes alive using heartfelt storytelling, family bonds and beautiful staging. 
 
‘Charming and inventive, sheds light on a monumental crisis in recent history.’ 
 
 Tickets £9 adults, £5 under 16s and £25 families from boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net 

___________________________________ 
 

MUSIC FROM THE MYSTERIOUS EAST 
 
Lympstone looked East for its entertainment in the last week of April, and enjoyed two memorable 
concerts. The first was from the Nikolsky Ensemble, from the city of Saratov on the banks of the 
river Volga. The trio of singers was due to be joined by a fourth, from St Petersburg, Sergey 
Grankvist, who astonished us with his remarkable tenor voice two years ago, as a member of the 
Hermitage Ensemble. Mysteriously, his visa never came through. We shall never know why, though 
there was no shortage of conspiracy theories in these troubled Anglo/Russian times. It was a 
disappointment, but the power and expressiveness of the three singers who did come soon engaged 
a large sympathetic audience, who welcomed their Russian guests with great warmth.  The first 
half was sacred music, often from the Orthodox Church. The mood changed completely in the 
second half, with vigorous and well-known folk songs, including appropriately the song of Volga 
Boatmen, and finishing with a rousing encore of Kalinka.   
 
The Budapest Café Orchestra was neither from Budapest nor an Orchestra. They came from as far 
East as Harringay. So they said. Led by the amazing violinist Christian Garrick (son of the famous 
jazz musician, Michael Garrick), the four also played button accordion, double bass, darbuka, saz, 
guitar and balalaika. Inspired by the music of the Balkan gypsies, the BCO plays an impassioned 
mix of Hungarian Czardas, Russian and Ukrainian folk songs, and dances from Romania and 
Moldavia, as well as their own electrifying compositions. The Lympstone audience responded to 
their magic with rapt enthusiasm. It was a great evening, and we have secured a promise from them 
to return in two years time. It is sure to be another sell-out. 

 



 
 

THE EAGERLY AWAITED RETURN OF THE DANTE QUARTET  
 
At 4pm on Sunday, 24th June  
in Lympstone Parish Church  
 

Just a year ago, the Dante Quartet 
began their series of six summer 
concerts in Lympstone Church, 
playing all the Beethoven string 
quartets. It was a huge success, and 
well over 1,000 tickets were sold. 
“There is something truly magical 
about the Dante Quartet,” wrote 
Jenny Clark, one of many tributes to 
the excitement of their playing.                                                                                                                                           
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On June 24th they return to the village to perform a single concert. Picking up from where they left 
off, they will play the last Beethoven Quartet, Opus 135 in F, followed by quartets by two great 
Russian composers – Shostakovich No. 4 in D, and the first Tchaikovsky quartet. Shostakovich 
quartets are full of simple melodies and strong rhythms. No. 4 is particularly delicate. The slow 
movement of the Tchaikovsky moved Tolstoy to tears when he first heard it. 
 

Tickets at £15 each can be bought by emailing boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net, or by 
phoning 01395 272243, or from Demelza at 2 Brookfield Cottages, Lympstone EX8 5ES 

___________________________ 
 

GORONWY ENTERTAINS 
 

Sunday 1st July on Lympstone slipway (or, if wet, in the Village 
Hall) 
 
As a thank you to the village for the support it gives our many events, we are 
arranging a free show to which all villagers are warmly invited. Be sure to 
be there to enjoy music, a party atmosphere and a performance by hilarious 
comedy entertainer, Goronwy Thom (surely the strangest name in show 
business!).  His shows amaze and amuse audiences of all ages. 
Improvisation, circus skills and an infectious energy make each of them an 
unmissable, unique experience. What is planned and what is chance?  
 
Goronwy has toured the world bringing his unique style to countless audiences including 
performing at The National Theatre, taking his cabaret troupe to the Edinburgh Festival, and Just 
For Laughs in Montreal. He is regularly seen entertaining passengers on ocean liners, including 
Cunard Lines. He has performed street theatre shows in most countries across Europe and recently 
in Beirut! He comes to us directly from a West End run and from Sunday night at the London 
Palladium. After wowing the crowds in Lympstone he will fly off to South Africa to star in the 
biggest comedy festival in Africa.  
 
Expect the unexpected and get yourself down to see the show, from 2.15 to 4pm  on 1st July. 
Further details in the June issue of Drumbeat. Hope to see you there, and remember, it’s free!! 

 



CYGNET THEATRE presents 

The Isle of Slaves by Pierre de Marivaux 

Saturday 14th July in the Ellenthorpe Gardens 

Four people, the sole survivors of a shipwreck, 
crawl out of the sea. Two of them are masters, and 
two of them are servants; and all four are about to 
discover what life feels like when the boot is on 
the other foot.  
 
Marivaux's potent mix of laughter, emotion and 
theatrical game-playing makes him one of the 
most surprising and most modern of all classic 
playwrights. Neil Bartlett has adapted this brilliant 
comedy of role-swapping and redemption, which 
had its premiere at London’s Lyric Theatre,  
Hammersmith, in April 2002.  

Gardens open for picnics at 5pm  - bring your own 
chairs & tables; the performance begins at 6pm 
 

 
Tickets £10, Family £30, U18s/NUS £5 will be available, as usual, 

from Demelza on 01395 272243 or via boxoffice@lympstone-entertainments.net 

_____________________________ 

 
A TOWERING TALK 
 
If you stand on the shingle at Lympstone, 
Looking West to the opposite shore, 
By bright morning light you’ll be struck by the sight 
Of three towers – no, look again – four! 
 

But when Harland Walshaw stands on the shingle he sees no fewer than SIX towers, and he is 
giving an illustrated talk about them in the Village Hall on Friday 18th May at 7.30pm. 
 
He will talk not only about the towers, but about the people and events involved with them. Do you 
know of the Battle of Lympstone, and how many died? Or why the daughter of Edward I lies in 
Powderham church? Who was the murderous Earl of Devon, and what was his fate? Have you ever 
seen a statue by E. B. Stephens (you almost certainly have), or a watercolour by the Reverend 
Swete, who visited Lympstone in the 1790s? Who was it changed his name from Tripe in order to 
inherit a fortune? Why did the Reverend Palk hero-worship someone with the bizarre Christian 
name of Stringer, and how did he celebrate him? What does Brunel’s tower at Starcross have in 
common with the leaning tower of Pisa? And why does Mary Jane Peters deserve a tower to 
commemorate her? 
 
If you pay your £3 entry fee, you will not only find the answers to these mind-blowing questions, 
you will also help to keep Lympstone Church’s 600-year-old tower standing for a few centuries 
longer. 

 


