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DRUMBEAT 
 
essential reading for those who don’t want to miss the best of What’s On in Lympstone 

 __________________________________________________ 
 

JUST LOOK WHAT’S YET TO COME IN 2017 
 

Join us as our Autumn Season opens on  
Friday 29th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall for 
 

MAGIC OVER SUPPER with Gary Mac 
 

A café-style show when one of the region’s top performers bewilders us 
with his cheerful brand of close-up magic over supper – as he recently 
bewildered the Mathers!   
 

Cornish magician Gary Mac has wowed audiences up and down the 
country. “There is no doubt about it, close-up magic is making a big 
resurgence,” he says. 
 

Newquay’s answer to David Blaine first became excited by magic when he was given a Magic Set for 
Christmas as a child. But it was when the family moved to America that he developed a serious interest. 
The magician who influenced him most was Matt Schulien, a restaurateur who ran one of the legendary 
Chicago bars for 40 years. Chicago-style magic was born here where the magic came fast and furious as 
drinks were served and magic performed at the tables. Matt was one of the world's finest close-up men. 
His goldfish trick made him famous, his gags and quick tricks were a bartender’s delight, and Gary Mac 
was not the only magician to imitate his style. 
 

Come to the village hall for a delicious buffet supper, treat yourself to a drink from the bar, and prepare to 
be baffled. 
 

Tickets £12.50 (to include buffet) from Demelza at 2 Brookfield Cottages, by phone on 
01395 272 243, or at lympentsboxoffice@gmail.com 

__________________ 
 

POETRY ON THE STREETS 
The poems on our 5 advertising boards at the moment are all about summer. John Clare’s Sonnet picks 
out images of summer that he loves. The son of a farm labourer, he worked in the fields himself, and is 
famous for his minute observation of nature.  Emily Bronte’s poem about Summer Moonlight is 
atmospheric and mysterious in its description of a (presumably Yorkshire) woodland scene. Robert Louis 
Stevenson celebrates the Summer Sun, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow the Summer Rain (on the board 
on the station platform). Most poignant is the poem by Helen Dunmore, which you will find under the 
railway arch, I Should Like to be Buried in a Summer Forest. Helen Dunmore died earlier this 
summer. 
 

These are all well-known poets. But we have decided to open our poetry boards to a Devon-wide Street 
Poetry Competition, open to anybody living in the County, so that we can put up new poems for your 
enjoyment. There will be generous prizes for the winners. The details are still being discussed, but watch 
out for the launch of the Lympstone Entertainments Poetry Competition.  



SUNDAY 12TH NOVEMBER AT 3PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

CROWS ARE FLYING AGAIN 
rebirth of the popular supergroup 
Paul Downes recruited as new member 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crows were a hugely popular supergroup in the 1980s, featuring two of the finest male voices in the 
English folk tradition, Mick Ryan and Dave Patterson. With multi-instrumentalist Dave Bordewey, and 
now joined by Lympstone’s own Paul Downes, Crows have relaunched themselves with a highly 
acclaimed recent CD, Time to Rise. As well as the warmth and harmony of their vocals, Crows are able to 
provide masterly musicianship, with James on guitar, Paul on guitar, mandocello, mandolin and banjo and 
Dave on fiddle and mandola, enabling the band to give a wide variety of instrumentation to any song they 
choose to perform. 
 
Tickets at £12.50 available by end September from Demelza at 2 Brookfield Cottages, by phone on 

01395 272 243, or pre-book now at lympentsboxoffice@gmail.com 

______________ 
 
 

SCARECROWS & DRAGONFLIES 
 
 

 
“We must not make a scarecrow of the law,” said Angelo, the substitute Duke of Vienna, on a day when 
51 scarecrows lined the streets of Lympstone, as part of the Open Gardens weekend. Robin and Judith 
Telfer’s garden was open to Shakespeare, Cygnet Theatre and a large enthusiastic picnicking audience 
who had come to watch Measure for Measure. Amongst them was our reviewer, Penny Lupton: 
 
 
 



Measure for Measure is one of Shakespeare’s problem plays, neither tragedy nor comedy but a 
combination of the two. This was perfectly displayed in the wonderful production by Cygnet Theatre 
Company on a summer evening in the beautiful setting of the Telfers’ garden.  You were at once drawn 
into the potential tragedy of the devout Isabella’s cruel dilemma, then turned to laughter by Mistress 
Overdone, the brothel keeper. The fact that both these characters were so perfectly embodied by the same 
actor, Jessica Parsons, just added to the magic. One moment she was Isabella, so pious and troubled, the 
next Mistress Overdone, so lewd in phrase, costume and stance, without appearing to have time for the 
costume change. That she was able to completely alter her being in an instant left me spellbound.  Jessica 
was not alone. Marissa Rowell as both Pompey and the Provost undertook the same transformation. 
 

The first half was not the easiest part of Shakespeare’s play to 
follow. We once again thanked my uncle’s much-relied-on copy 
of Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare for having provided the 
outline before we settled down with our picnic.  However, the 
simple setting, the clever use of costume and the ability of the 
actors to change their stance, voice and whole being to bring out 
the character drew us quickly into the story.  The second half 
flew by, with the comedy winning out against the tragedy.  
However, this play had a difficult ending. I was left unconvinced 
about either Mariana or Duke Vincentio gaining the happiness 
they seek. 
  
This simple production, with just 6 young actors playing all 18 characters, with probably no more than a 
dozen props between them, would have been wonderful enough on a stage. The fact that the garden 
setting was so idyllic, with butterflies and dragonflies for company, made for a very special evening.   

________________________ 
 
 

The excitement that attended the six concerts devoted to Beethoven’s string quartets 
still resonates. These two appreciative messages, received too late to join the many 

published last month, highlight the fact. 
 
Krysia Osostowicz, founder of the Dante String Quartet wrote: 
 

‘Beethoven's Quartet Journey’ - which would never have happened 
if the Lympstone team hadn’t rashly agreed to invite the Dante 
Quartet to put on this huge project - has been the absolute highlight 
of our musical year so far. It was thrilling in every way: the fabulous 
acoustic of the beautiful church; the chance to spend two weekends 
in such a delightful environment; the enthusiastic and ever-growing 
audience; and above all, the presence of Beethoven himself on stage 
throughout the six concerts, inspiring us to ever-more adventurous 
interpretations of his musical creations. The fact that Beethoven was 
played by an actor (using Clare Norburn's brilliant script) is beside 
the point, as David Timson did such a wonderful job of bringing the 
composer to life. He reminded us all that this musical giant was a real human being, full of flaws and 
contradictions and vulnerability, which made the music all the more extraordinary and moving.  
 

Thank you for having us, and we look forward very much to playing in Lympstone again! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
and Jenny Clark, Chair of  Lympstone Parish Council wrote: 
 

Just occasionally you realise that you are experiencing something quite extraordinary; something that you 
have never heard before, something that has an all-encompassing effect upon you. Such an occasion was 
the recent series of concerts by the Dante Quartet presented by Lympstone Entertainments.  
 

Many of us have been fortunate to hear excellent string quartets before, however there is something truly 
magical about The Dante Quartet. The effortless charm and ease of presentation is easily observed in each 
player, as is the humour that exudes in certain passages and their evident fun in, and enjoyment of, their 
rendition. Music is never just a job at this level – it is the essence of life. 
The narrative, written by Clare Norburn, gently enlightened the audience about Beethoven’s thoughts and 
state of mind at the time of composing each piece. The words, expertly delivered by actor David Timson 
as Beethoven, introduced and explained the rationale behind his works. This was not just a concert, nor 
was it a play-with-music - whilst the notes seemed to reach deep inside, the juxtaposition between spoken 
word and music enabled one to feel involved, not just be an observer. The symbiosis formed a perfect 
gestalt.  
 

I am often asked what makes Lympstone special – an event such as this, staged by an active volunteer 
team and open to all, clearly illustrates the pinnacles that can and do happen here. I, for one, will be 
heading for the box office as soon as the 2018 dates are announced!  

 
Those who took particular interest in Clare Norburn’s BQJ text will find a fascinating and most 
informative analysis by Steve Preston, Lympents friend and supporter from Topsham, as an 
attachment to the covering email. 

_____________________ 
 

 
BRIEFLY,  LOOKING AHEAD to 2018 

 
Early days yet, but not too soon to put in your diary: Saturday 3rd February 

    

Village Concert! 
 
 
The Dante String Quartet will return by popular demand. Plans are even now being finalized for a 
concert in June. The September Drumbeat will reveal all 
 
Next July, on a date yet to be confirmed, the Cygnet Theatre will bring a new show to the Telfer’s 
garden  
 

And there will, of course, be much more Lympstone Entertainment.  We look 
forward to your company throughout the months ahead 

 
    
 

 


